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Introduction 

 

French Maritime mail has been extensively studied over the years. Raymond Salles (1899-1976) has 

published ten volumes of the “Poste Maritime Française”, between 1961 and 1975.  

Tome V addresses specifically Far East Ships on Saigon, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Yokohama & Kobe 

lines. 

The initial object of this monograph was to illustrate Tome V markings, organized by Salles’ chapters 

and numbers, on entire letters, covers, postcards or single stamps, as long as they had been used on 

adhesives, or mail matter associated with Hong Kong. It proved too restrictive and eventually it was 

attempted to included illustrations of all the Salles’s Tome V markings, provided their provenance was 

to or from the Far East and hopefully carried on a French ship . 

This monograph is not intended to describe itineraries that have been already brilliantly studied and 

illustrated, by Lee C. Scamp in “Far East Mail Ship Itineraries”, Vol I, in 1987 and “French Mail 

Paquebot / Far East Itineraries (1862-1880) - Vol 2”, in 2010. 

It focusses on French Maritime Markings only that have been consistently sought after by philatelists 

and that have often commanded high prices at auctions. 

Ahead of this Monograph, the author had uploaded on the website of the Hong Kong Study Circle (in 

2020) a Monograph titled “Messageries Maritimes Ships Having Served on Far East Lines (1867 to 

1932)” illustrating through postcards most of the ships that had served on the French Far East Lines 

as identified by Raymond Salles in his Tome V. 

When not specifically credited, the stamps & covers illustrated in this document, which have been in 

the hands of successive collectors, have been, at some point, in the author’s collection. 

Examples of some markings could not be found, yet they may exist. Any scan contribution by readers 

shall be welcomed by the author who will attempt to update this Monograph, time permits. 

These mails have sailed thousands of miles for many months and illustrate the constant links between 

Europe and the far East. 

 

Philippe Orsetti 

Toulousin@msn.com 
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